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Although it may simply seem like *an expensive way to advertise your city”, there are a number of benefits and drawbacks of a city or
country hosting a major sporting event.

Benefits

Many benefits can be gained from winning a bid to become the host city or country for a major sporting cvent

+ Investment will be used to develop and/or improve the transport system within the city. The city must be able to deal with the influx
of tourists and spectators who will visit before, during and after the major sporting event.

* There will be an increase in fourism. This is likely to be direct and/or indirect tourism. Direct tourism is when visitors visit the
host city as a result of aftending the major sporting event. Indirect tourism is when visitors visit the host city afer the event, as they
‘have been made aware of the city when following the event via the media.

+ There will be some commercial benefits. For example, the city will receive money from sponsors.

+ External investment which would not otherwise have been attracted will come ino the city. For example, the investment in the
city's infrastructure, transport and sporting stadia.

+ Participation may increase in some sports as a result of the population being inspired by clite athletes.

+ Jobs will be created to build, manage and administer the new infrastructure, stadia and social facilities.

« Sports facilities will be improved or new facilities will be built, which can also be used for the residents of the city as part of the
legacy.

+ The major sporting event will raise the status for the country as people will hear about and see images of the city and the country.
This is known as the *shop window effect’ as the city and country are advertised to the world.

+ The morale of the country is often raised as the population shows pride in their city, country and athletes

‘There are also many drawbacks which can result from hosting the Games:

+ The bidding process to host a major sporting event can be very expensive and there are no guarantees that the event will be awarded
to your city or country. Tokyo reputedly spent in excess of $150 million on its failed bid for the 2016 Olympic Games. It was,
however, successful in its bid for the 2020 Games.
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